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San Francisco, CA – The “aid in dying” bill on Governor Jerry Brown’s desk is a recipe for
elder abuse in which a qualifying individual may be legally murdered for the money says a
national expert on assisted suicide and euthanasia. 

“The bill encourages people with years to live to throw away their lives,” said Margaret Dore,
president of Choice is an Illusion, regarding ABX2-15, which seeks to legalize physician-
assisted suicide in California. “The bill applies to people with a ‘terminal disease,’ which is
defined as having a medical prognosis of less than six months to live.  Such persons can, in fact,
have years to live.”  

“The more obvious reasons,” said Dore, “are misdiagnosis and the fact that predicting life
expectancy is not an exact science.  Doctors can sometimes be widely wrong.”  

ABX2-15 is based on laws in Oregon and Washington State.  “In Oregon, which has a nearly
identical terminal disease criteria,” said Dore, “eligible persons include young adults with
chronic conditions such as insulin dependent diabetes. Such persons, with appropriate medical
care, can have years, even decades, to live.”

Dore, an attorney in Washington State, said “In my law practice, I started out working in
guardianships, wills and probate, and saw abuse of all kinds, especially where there was money
involved (where there's a will, there are heirs).”  Dore also explained “The Oregon and
Washington laws were enacted by ballot measures in which voters were promised safeguards
including that ‘only’ the patient would be allowed to self-administer the lethal dose. The Oregon
and Washington laws don’t say that anywhere.  These laws instead create the perfect crime.” 
Dore elaborated, “Your heir can help sign you up, and once the lethal dose is in the house, there
is no oversight over administration.  Not even a witness is required.  If you protested or even
struggled, who would know?

“If enacted, ABX2-15 will allow assisted suicide (and euthanasia) without consent,” Dore said.
“The drugs used are water and alcohol soluble such that they can be injected into a restrained or
sleeping person. The death certificate is REQUIRED to reflect a natural death via a terminal
disease.  The significance is a lack of transparency and an inability to prosecute for murder even



in a case of outright murder for the money.  If enacted, ABX2-15 will create the perfect crime.”

Dore concluded, “The ball is now in the governor’s court.  As a lawyer and a former attorney
general, Jerry Brown has the expertise to see the bill for what it really is. ABX2-15 must be
vetoed.”

For documentation, see:

Margaret Dore, “Why ABX2-15 Must be Vetoed,” September 20, 2015 (including links to a
formal legal/policy memo) , at
http://www.californiaagainstassistedsuicide.org/2015/09/why-abx2-15-must-be-vetoed.html

Margaret K. Dore, "'Death with Dignity': What Do We Advise Our Clients?," King
County Bar Association, Bar Bulletin, May 2009, at 
https://www.kcba.org/newsevents/barbulletin/BView.aspx?Month=05&Year=2009&AID=a
rticle5.htm

  



"ABX2-15 is sold as giving people an 'end of life option,'” Dore said. “The fact is this bill is
about ending the lives of people who aren’t necessarily dying anytime soon, and giving other
people the ‘option’ to hurry them along."

 

“The legislation passed today is a wolf in sheep’s clothing,” said Margaret Dore,
president of Choice is an Illusion, regarding ABX2-15, which seeks to legalize
physician-assisted suicide (and euthanasia) in California.  “The bill is deceptively written
to make it look as if there are substantial patient protections; there are not.  The bill is
sold as giving people choice and control at the end of life:  The bill is instead stacked
against the patient and applies to people with years, even decades, to live.” 

“If enacted, ABX2-15 will allow assisted suicide (and euthanasia) without consent,” Dore
said. “And in case I’m being too subtle, the drugs used are water and alcohol soluble,
such that they can be injected into a restrained or sleeping person. After the person
dies, and despite prior amendments, the death certificate is REQUIRED to reflect a
natural death. It’s the perfect crime.”

The California bill and Washington’s law are both based on a similar law in Oregon. 

Dore has had two clients whose fathers signed up for the lethal dose:  “In the first case,



one side of the family wanted the father to take the lethal dose, while the other did not. 
He spent the last months of his life caught in the middle and traumatized over whether
or not he should kill himself.  My client, his adult daughter, was also traumatized.  The
father did not take the lethal dose and died a natural death.”  

In the other case, Dore said “It's not clear that administration of the lethal dose was
voluntary.  A man who was present told my client that his father refused to take the
lethal dose when it was delivered (‘You’re not killing me.  I’m going to bed’), but then he
took it the next night when he was high on alcohol.  

ABX2-15, like the Washington and Oregon laws, seeks to legalize assisted suicide for
people with a “terminal disease,” which is defined in terms of a doctor’s determination of
less than six months to live. In real life, such persons can have years, even decades to
live. This is true for many reasons. 

“Doctors can be wrong about life expectancy, sometimes way wrong," Dore said. "This
is due to actual mistakes: They evaluated another patient’s test results. More typically,
however, doctors are wrong because predicting life expectancy is not an exact science.
A couple of years ago, I was picked up at the airport by a man who at age 18 had been
diagnosed with ALS, and given 3 to 5 years to live, at which time he was predicted to
die by paralysis. This had been confirmed by the Mayo Clinic. When he picked me up,
he was 74 years old. The disease progression had stopped on its own.”

“Another reason that patients can have years, even decades, to live is that the definition
of  'terminal' as six months to live is a determined without considering treatment," Dore
said. “Consider my friend, Jeanette Hall, diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2000, who
was adamant that she would use Oregon’s law. Her doctor convinced her to be treated
instead. She is still alive today, 15 years later.” 

In Oregon, people with chronic conditions, such as diabetes, are “terminal” for the
purpose of assisted suicide. Oregon doctor, William Toffler, explains: People "with these
conditions are considered terminal if they are dependent on their medications, such as
insulin, to live…such persons, with treatment, could otherwise have years or even
decades to live."

“If ABX2-15 becomes law, people with years, even decades to live, will be encouraged
to throw away their lives; patients and their families will be traumatized,” said Dore.
“ABX2-15, as written, will, regardless, allow the perfect crime.  Even if you like the
concept of assisted suicide and euthanasia, ABX2-15 is the wrong bill.” 

For more detail and backup documentation about problems withABX2-15, go here:
http://www.californiaagainstassistedsuicide.org/2015/08/html-version-vote-no-on-abx2-
15.html


