
4 | FENWAY NEWS | JULY 2016

> FREQUENCY <
The Fenway News reaches the stands every 

4-5 weeks, usually on the first  
or last Friday of the month. Our next issue 

will appear on Friday, JULY 29.
> DEADLINE < 

The deadline for letters, news items, and ads 
is Friday, JULY 22.

> ADVERTISING <
Contact our business manager at  

advertisefn@gmail.com

When you’re 
locked out, 

call us.
Mass Ave Lock
125 St. Botolph St.
617-247-9779

Family-owned and -operated. 
40 years and counting.

Lockouts  Master Key Systems
High-Security Key Systems

Mailbox Keys Keys Made by Code
Door Closers  Deadbolts

Serving the Fenway, Kenmore Square, 
Audubon Circle, upper Back Bay, lower 
Roxbury, Prudential, Mission Hill, and 

Longwood since 1974
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“Comforting the afflicted and  
afflicting the comfortable.”

The founders of The Fenway News adopted 
this motto to express their mission of 

exposing and opposing the dangers the 
neighborhood faced in the early 1970s—

rampant arson, predatory landlords, 
and a destructive urban renewal plan. If 
the original motto no longer fits today’s 

Fenway, we remain committed to its spirit 
of identifying problems and making our 

neighborhood a better and safer place to live.

The Fenway News Association holds its 2016 Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, July 14, in a special venue—the new Fenway Community 
Center at 1282 Boylston Street. The meeting begins at 6:45pm. In 

addition to a guest speaker and light refreshments, we’ll present a year-end 
summary and elect members of the board of directors. 

Membership in the Fenway News Association is open to any resident of 
the Fenway and other communities served by the paper. According to our by-
laws, you must join the Association at least 14 days before the meeting in order 
to cast a vote The last day for doing that was June 30 (a list of members with 
voting privileges appears on the facing page ). 

We look forward to seeing you on the 14th at the community center!

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL MEETING ON JULY 14

Following the attack at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, The Fenway 
News asked Fenway Health for a statement about violence against 
the LGBTQ community. This article, originally published June 13 on 
fenwayfocus.org, is reprinted with permission.
BY CARA PRESLEY, LICSW

During the past few days, Boston’s LGBTQ community and 
our allies came together with joy and unity to celebrate 
our strength and pride, and we also joined in our horror 
and grief over the devastating act of violence targeting 

members of the LGBTQ community in Orlando, Florida.
This unconscionable act of hatred has left many reeling with 

feelings of heartbreak, anger and vulnerability during a month when we 
set out to honor and celebrate 
LGBTQ history, civil rights, 
visibility and unity. The 
violence at Pulse occurred on LGBTQ Latin night, where transgender 
women of color were the headlining entertainers and LGBTQ people of 
color had gathered for Pride celebrations and to be in community where 
their identities were validated. The catastrophic scope of the mass 
shooting that night at Pulse has caused shock for many LGBTQ people 
and allies across the country, as we despair over the extensive loss 
of life and the severity of suffering by survivors and loved ones. For 
some, this is was not only a horrifying event, but also a continuation of 

the hate and violence experienced every day by many members of our 
community—especially by transgender women of color—that is fueled 
by homophobia, transphobia and racism.

The Violence Recovery Program invites Boston’s LGBTQ and 
allied communities to join us in addressing the issues of hate and 
oppression that fundamentally underlie the violence in Florida and that 
continually motivate violence and discrimination against members of 
the LGBTQ community daily. We acknowledge that all of us are not 
only affected by the devastation of the weekend’s events, but we are 
also responsible to take a collective stance for justice across issues of 
sexual orientation, gender identity, race and religion in order to create 
true safety and freedom for all LGBTQ people.

If you or someone you know are experiencing distress 
at this time, you are encouraged to seek support. Reach out 
to friends, colleagues, supervisors, therapists or a hotline 

to talk about the ways that you have been affected. Encourage others 
to do the same. The Violence Recovery Program may be a resource to 
you or someone you know who has experienced anti-LGBTQ violence. 
Call the Violence Recovery Program Intake Line for more information 
at 617-927-6250. For 24-hour support, call the New York City Anti-
Violence Program’s hotline (in English and Spanish), at 212-714-1141.

Cara Presley is manager of the Violence Recovery Program at 
Fenway Health.

Responding To Orlando: Support, Report, Stand for Justice

BY JOHN KELLY

Every evening for the past month, 
you’ve been able to watch me get 
euthanized at the Regal Fenway 
Stadium 13. Not to worry, it’s my 

choice, and neither fantastic wealth nor mutual 
love with a beautiful woman dissuade me. 

This is the outline of the movie Me 
Before You, in which the audience gets plenty 
of laughs along the way as I—in the movie, my 
name is Will (Sam Claflin)—teach 
Louisa (Emilia Clarke), hired by my 
parents to cheer me up, to love life 
and soon enough, to love me. And 
when I/Will stay true to my desire to 
die, audiences have a good cry. Some 
theaters even supply patrons with 
Kleenex. 

I use the first person because it’s 
my disability, shared with fictional 
Will, that is on the chopping block. 
Our disability is iconic, a powerful 
eliciter of suicidal urgings. I was 
talking by telephone to a reporter a 
few months ago, trying to explain 
why disability rights groups oppose 
legalized assisted suicide, when she 
blurted out, “I know I would want it if I was 
ever paralyzed from the neck down.” She 
didn’t notice when I told her those words are 
used to describe me.

Some percentage of people who see me 
think they would rather be dead, and a few 
have told me so directly. People get to have 
their opinions, 
of course, but 
this prejudice is 
broadcast again and again. So we defend our 
lives. In 2005, we protested the Oscar winner 
for Best Picture Million Dollar Baby, which 
along with Best Foreign Picture The Sea 
Inside presented disabled characters clamoring 
for death. I heard that some audiences cheered 
when Clint Eastwood’s Frankie murdered 
Hilary Swank’s Maggie. 

Thanks to social media, this time around 

we’ve been able to organize multiple protests, 
across the US and in Britain and Australia,  
against the “better dead than disabled” 
message of Me Before You. Over the first four 
weekends of June, groups of disabled people 
and allies gathered outside the Regal Fenway 
13 and Boston Common 19 to hand out flyers 
and hold a banner calling the film a “disability 
snuff movie.”

The fallback line for suicide proponents, 

which we heard occasionally during our 
actions, is “choice,” as in every (disabled) 
individual should have the right to choose.

But the “choice” presented in Me Before 
You belongs solely to the screenwriter and 
author of the book by the same name, JoJo 
Moyes. From observing a couple of disabled 

family members, 
Moyes said “quality-
of-life was very high 

in my mind.” She told another interviewer, 
“At what point does the quality become 
meaningless? At what point do you give 
someone the right to decide for themselves?”

I object to being told that my life is 
“meaningless,” and think JoJo Moyes is a big-
ot. Unfortunately for me and disabled people, 
the bigot wrote a book that sold millions and 
got made into a Hollywood movie.

Moyes constructed everything in Will’s 

life to be as wonderful as could be—except for 
that quality-of-life-killing disability. Moyes 
has Will tell Louisa at the end of the book that 
his death will free her. “I don’t want you to 
be tied to me, to my hospital appointments, to 
the restrictions on my life. I don’t want you to 
miss out on all the things that someone else 
could give you.” 

Will’s death is presented as a sacrifice 
of sorts, a death that gives life. Will leaves 

Louisa a lot of money so 
that she can go forth and 
“live boldly.” That phrase, 
used without irony, is 
the tag line of the movie. 
Living boldly, it seems, is 
for the nondisabled.

Like Will, I was 
depressed two years after 
my injury, but it was the 
peer support and solidarity 
of other disabled people 
that got me through that 
time. I shudder to think 
of newly injured people 
hearing about this movie. 
I want them to learn, as I 

did, that we all have the ability to adjust to 
circumstances as long as we are provided with 
love, support, and opportunities. 

We disabled people proclaim that suicidal 
people, disabled or not, deserve the same sui-
cide-prevention services as teenagers, the only 
target of most states’ anti-suicide programs. 

It was heartening at our protests to 
receive so much support from moviegoers and 
passersby. People took pictures of us, decided 
to ditch the film after talking to us, and a few 
even passed out flyers with us. As one young 
couple said leaving the Fenway theaters, “you 
were right, it was terrible!” 

John Kelly is a longtime East Fens 
resident and disability rights advocate. 
He founded Neighborhood Access Group 
(NAG) in 2000 and is now director of Second 
Thoughts Massachusetts: Disability Rights 
Advocates against Assisted Suicide.

Guest Opinion

The profile of the Neighborhood 
Access Group (NAG) that ran in our May 
issue inaccurately reported that the 
group’s protest against bricks delayed 
construction of the Symphony Area 
Streetscape Project. In fact, delays were 
caused by federal funding’s being held 
up for more than five years. The article 
attributed to Mayor Menino a plan to 
install bricks, but design had not yet 
begun. The protest did prompt Menino 
to rule out bricks, while city planners 
followed up with neighborhood disabled 
and elderly residents to design the 
smooth concrete sidewalks that we 
celebrate today.

What We Meant Was...

Protestors gather outside the Fenway Regal Cinema.
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‘Me Before You’ Paints Dangerous Picture of Disabled Life
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