TO: To the Delaware General Assembly

FROM: Margaret Dore, Esg., MBA, President!
Choice is an Illusion, a nonprofit corporation

RE: Reject HB 160
(No Assisted Suicide, No Euthanasia)

* Prevent People With Years to Live From Throwing Away
Their Lives

* Don’t Be Fooled by Unenforceable Patient
Protections

* Stop Legal Elder Abuse

* Stop Legal Murder

* Prevent Family Trauma

DATE: June 19, 2017

INDEX
I. INTRODUCTION
IT. DEFINITIONS.
ITT. ELDER ABUSE.
IV. PUSHBACK AGAINST ASSISTED SUICIDE.
A. This Year, the South Dakota Legislature
Passed a Nearly Unanimous Resolution Opposing

Assisted Suicide

B. Last Year, the New Mexico Supreme Court
Overturned Assisted Suicide

C. Five Other States Have Strengthened Their
Laws Against Assisted Suicide..

V. THE OREGON AND WASHINGTON LAWS

VI. HOW THE BILL WORKS

* I am an elder law and appellate attorney licensed to practice law in
Washington State since 1986. I am also president of Choice is an Illusion, a
nonprofit corporation, opposed to assisted suicide and euthanasia. Address:
Law Offices of Margaret K. Dore, 1001 4% Avenue, Suite 4400, Seattle, WA
98154, 206 697 1217. See also www.margaretdore.com, www.choiceillusion.org.
www.choiceillusiondelaware.org and my CV attached hereto at A-1 to A-4.
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VII. THE BILL APPLIES TO PEOPLE WITH YEARS OR DECADES TO
LIVE

A. If Delaware follows Oregon’s Interpretation
of “Terminal Disease,” the Bill Will Apply to
People With Chronic Conditions Such as
Insulin Dependent Diabetes.

B. Predictions of Life Expectancy Can Be Wrong..

C. Treatment Can Lead to Recovery.

VIII. THE BILL IS STACKED AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL.

A. Someone Else Is Allowed to Communicate on the
Patient’s Behalf.

B. “Even If the Patient Struggled, Who Would
Know?” .
C. The Death Certificate Will List a Terminal

Illness as the Cause of Death, Which Will
Prevent Prosecution for Murder

D. Someone Else Is Allowed to Administer the
Lethal Dose to the Patient.

1. Self-administration is not required.

2. Generally accepted medical practice
allows a doctor, or a person acting
under the direction of a doctor, to
administer medication

E. Allowing Someone Else to Administer the
Lethal Does is Euthanasia..

F. The Bill Merely Requires That Actions Be in
“Accordance” With Its Provisions; Actual
Compliance Is Not Required

G. If Delaware Follows Washington State, There
Will Be an Official Legal Cover Up;
Compliance with Patient Protections Will Be
Irrelevant
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IX. OREGON IS NOT A VALID CASE STUDY
X. PATIENTS AND FAMILIES WILL BE TRAUMATIZED.

A. The Swiss Study: Physician-Assisted Suicide
Can Be Traumatic for Family Members..

B. My Clients Suffered Trauma in Oregon and
Washington State

XI. CONCLUSION

APPENDIX
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