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Recommêndations for tleporting on Suicide
Suicide is a public health issue. Media and online coverage of suicide should be informed by using
best practices. Some suicide deaths may be newsworthy. However, the way media cover suicide
can influence behavior negatively by contributing to contagion or positively by encouraging helpse€king.
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lmportant Points for Covering Suicide
More than 50 research studies worldwide have found that certain types of news covÊrage
can increase the likelihood of suicide in vulnerable individuals, The magnitude of the increase
related to the amount, duration and prominence of coverage.
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lnvestigating and reporting on suicide
similar to reporting on crimes.
Quoting/interviewing police or first
responders about the causes of suicide.
Referring to suicide as "successful,"
"unsuccessful" or a "failed attempt."
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Report on suicide as a public health issue.
Seek advice from suicide prevention experts.
Describe as "died by suicide" or "completed" or "killed
him/herself."
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